Genesis: Back To the Beginning
Tower of Babel
Genesis 11:1-9
Daily Time With Truth
As you read these daily scriptures, ask yourself these three questions:
1. What is God saying to me?
2. What do I want to say to God in response?
3. How will I live out this truth?

Day 1: James 4:6 (TPT)
But he continues to pour out more and more grace upon us. For it says, “God resists you when you are proud but continually pours out grace when you are humble.” 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 2: Psalm 10:4 (NLT)
The wicked are too proud to seek God. They seem to think that God is dead.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 3: James 4:10 (NIV)
Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 4: Romans 12:3 (TPT)
God has given me grace to speak a warning about pride. I would ask each of you to be emptied of self-promotion and not create a false image of your importance. Instead, honestly assess your worth by using your God-given faith as the standard of measurement, and then you will see your true value with an appropriate self-esteem.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

[bookmark: _Hlk42696396]Day 5: Ephesians 2:8-9 (TPT)
For by grace you have been saved by faith. Nothing you did could ever earn this salvation, for it was the love gift[a] from God that brought us to Christ!  So no one will ever be able to boast, for salvation is never a reward for good works or human striving.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Questions:
1. How does a people’s own language help create and preserve their culture?  How does the learning of multiple languages and living in other cultures breakdown the morals and conservative thinking from their parents?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is the difference between “excellence” and “perfection?” When does it become wrong to achieve great things?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Genesis 11:3. Why did the people choose to use bricks?  Do you have old trophies or ribbons on display in your house or office?  Why?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Why do you think God gave the people just one language before the Tower of Babel? What significance does “unity” have in the church?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Read Genesis 11:6. Did God mean that man could do anything he put his mind to? Discuss
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. The Tower of Babel is the first time a pagan attempt to replace the worship of God with the worship of the created existed.  Read Genesis 11:5-6.  How did the unity of man based on his common language create a rebellion that threatened God’s plan of salvation?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Why do you think the Lord never destroyed the Tower of Babel? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why does the Bible say, “Pride cometh before the fall?”  Discuss a time when this applied to you.
[bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Digging Deeper:
1-4. The building of the tower.  Noah’s descendants spoke one language.  1.  They journeyed eastward (that is, southeastward) from the mountains of Ararat (Urartu, Armenia; cf. Gen 8:4) to the garden spot of the very fertile alluvial plain of Babylonia (Shinar), between the Tigris and the Euphrates about the last 200 miles of their course before they enter the sea.  The rich silt of these two great rivers built up this ideal location for the cradle of postdiluvian civilization and the Babel builders, 2. After a long period of sedentary occupation in southern Babylonia, and during the life span of Eber’s son Peleg (Gen 10:25), which apparently occurred well before 4000 B.C., the human race had multiplied sufficiently and developed arts and crafts to build a city and a ‘tower that reaches to the heavens.’  This is not a mere hyperbole, but an expression of pride (‘make a name for ourselves’) and rebellion against God and His explicit command to ’fill the earth’ (Gen. 9:”1).  Self-glory, instead of God’s glory, and man-made unity to replace the unity forfeited by abandoning the fear of God were evidenced.  Brick (sun-dried clay) and mortar (bitumen) were ready materials in the alluvial soil of the plain, 3.

5-9. The confusion of languages.  Babylon was undoubtedly one of the most polyglot cities in the ancient world, and the localization of the beginning of human languages there was effective.  The confusion of languages was a divine judgement upon the pride and rebellion of the Babel-builders and effected their dissemination over the earth.  But it was a divine act, and the precise way it was accomplished is not revealed.  Gen. 10 explaining the diversity of race is much later than the events of 11:1-9

Tower of Babel.  The tower of Babel is illuminated by the gigantic artificial mountains of sun-dried bricks in southern Babylonia called ziggurats (Assyrian-Babylonian word  ziqquratu, meaning ‘pinnacle’ or ‘mountain top’).  The oldest recovered ziggurat (one of more than two dozen known today) is at ancient Uruk (Erech, Gen 10:10; modern Warka).  It was a vast pile of clay buttressed on the exterior with brick and asphalt (bitumen), like similar ziggurats at Borsippa, Ur and Babylon.  Built in stages, three to seven stories high, they were varicolored.  On the topmost stage, the shrine and image of the city’s patron deity were housed.   The tower of Gen 11 may well be one of the first such towers attempted, a symbol of man’s revolt and rebellion against God.  The polytheistic use of later towers, copies of the original, exemplified a complete apostasy into idolatry so characteristic of the Sumerians and the later Semitic Babylonians of the plain of Shinar. The New Unger’s Bible Handbook

1. What “towers” have recent generations built “to make a name for ourselves’?  How have you personally fallen into this trap of pride?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How is God’s unity vastly different than the unity man settles for?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


3. How was Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11) a reversal of Babel (which means confusion)?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. “The oldest recovered ziggurat (one of more than two dozen known today) is at ancient Uruk.”  What does the fact that the one tower they were building evolved into the practice of making many more, reveal about how thoroughly the ancestors of the survivors of the flood forgot the One who saved them? What warning does this hold for us and our descendants today?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

