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Week 2: Faithfulness in the Face of Trials

Daily Devotional
As you read these daily scriptures, ask yourself these three questions:
1. What is God saying to me?
2. What do I want to say to God in response?
3. How will I live out this truth?

Day 1: James 1:2-4
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 2: Romans 5:3-5
Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 3: 1 Peter 1:6-7
In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 4: 2 Corinthians 4:17-18
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Day 5: Daniel 3:17-18
 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Discussion Questions:

1. The sermon emphasizes the importance of a predetermined decision of the heart. How can we cultivate a heart that is resolved to honor God in our daily lives? What practical steps can we take?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  How did Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego demonstrate their faith in God when confronted with the threat of death? What can we learn from their response to pressure?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Can you share a personal experience where you faced a significant trial? How did your faith influence your response to that situation? When your faith is tested, what are some ways you can remind yourself to keep your eyes fixed on God’s greatness rather than the challenges you face?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  Discuss the difference between acknowledging God in a moment versus surrendering to Him for a lifetime. How can we ensure that our acknowledgment of God leads to a deeper, lifelong commitment?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. In what ways do you see God’s presence in the story of Daniel 3? How does this encourage you to trust in God during your own trials?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How important is community support when facing trials? How can we better support one another in our faith journeys?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. The sermon states that true faith is about trusting God’s will, even when it doesn’t align with our desires. How can we develop a deeper trust in God’s plan for our lives?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. The sermon highlights that the fire (trials) set the three men free. Can you share a time when a difficult situation ultimately led to personal growth or freedom in your life?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. How can the lessons from Daniel 3 be applied to our lives today, especially in the face of societal pressures or personal challenges?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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